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Vol. I1, No. 8.]  Testudo baluchiorum, a new species. 75
(N.8]

12, Testudo N. A Dase.
OMZS, Drputy Sapermicmimi of e Tt drvenoms

Dusaxosis o¢ Testudo buluchiorum, sp. nov.

Shell arched transvorsly and longitadinally, slightly moro
than half as deep as long; anterior margius slightly reverted,
sorratodjgioutals almost sertioal, . Hoad smaall, , cover
with irregular scales above ; interorbital rogibi st lal v
flat, bt sloping o little towards the nasal opening; upper jaw
tnculpld focbly serated  occipital proces short barely extending

condyles. Four claws on each foot; the fore-foot
R large imbricating scales on the anterior
surface; the hind foot with three spur-like tubercles on the heel;
two lurge subtriedral tubercles, surrounded by smaller ones, on
the back of the thigh. Tail short, with a small apical tubercle.
Shilds of carupace concentrally sirsted, with . fat aculptured
central aren; supracaudal single, almost verti
tramcated in front,  probably notshed deeply bohind, Colour ot
shall pale brows, irregularly marbled with darker brown.
Locality—Baluchistan (A. W. Murray). A stufed sp
in the Tndian Museum, identified by Anderson as . fursielsi
ished from the Afghan
Tomm T Aorsfld) theanly oher speciesof i gonas with four
R e Teet, by its decper carapace, which is not flatte
on the dorsal surface, | by the characters of ita skall. Ta T
Jiorsfielfii there is & marked transverse depression across tho
interorbital rogion and the sides of the upper jew are umooth.
The new species resembles 7. zarudnyi Nikolski in several of it
characters, notably in its almost, vertical costals The duwnptmn
of the latter Tortoise, described from Eastern Persia and possibly
ocourring in Baluchistan, is given below.

As it seems probable that the type of 7. baluciiorum is abnor-
mal in certain respects, 1 have given a very brief and guarded
diagnosis of the species it represents, The anals ave almost
entirely absent, being represented by several small, irregularly
shaped tubercles, which separate the femorals from one another
at their anterior extremity. There is no evidence that this is
dus to injury, us the place where the miming plates should be is
covered with normal and apparently healthy

Dimensions of the Type of T. ey

Length of shell

Depth .,
Breadth,, .
Length of skull
Mauximum brendth of skull

imen

For comparison the dingnosis of Testuilo zarndnyi Nikolski is
appended. 1t is quoted from Nikolski's the Anw aire
i Muade Zoolngigue de VAcadémie, St. Bikiraburg, 1807, 1
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much indebted to Mr. G. A. Boulenger, who has sent me a copy

afinia “Testuding iberse PalL, a qua carapace lateribus
scul o-lateralibus pvrpendmnllnbns» supra
souti margino-brachialis anterioris margine inferiore
it nngruibus brevibus obtusissmis, rhinotheca dis-
tincte denticulata, di
Testudo, latitndine carapacis in media parte 15 in o
longitudine; margine ejus posoriors expanso, parum assurrecto;
ibus scutorum margino-femoralium, incissura. ‘magua. inter
.mmmm, rotundatis; margine scuti margino-brachialis
- valde assurrecto, supra posticeque spectante; scuto
nuchali clrmgnw. ensiformi ; scutis margino-collaribus supra dup-
Ticibus; scutis marging lenh'hnu perpendicularibus, supra,_non
visia; scuto_supracandali indiviso, sub angulo 45° 4d planitiem
horizontalem posito, lnngx(ndlna ejus seuti longitudini scuti verte:
bralis_primi aequali; margine anteriore scuti vertebralis primi
rotundato, nec angulato; latitudine omnium scutorum vertebra-
lium longm-dmnm corum multam superante, latitudini scutorum
costalium fere aequali; margine posteriore plastronis inciso,
suturam mnr;:nh‘fu_-nm‘ha et abdominalia mobili;

ltum quam satura inter se abdomi
breviore, scutis axillaribus unguinalibusque parvis ungnl'-ll-
sutura inter scuta brachialia  dupla quaim inter pectoralin lo
scutello praefrontali- dupli inotheca distincte _denticr .u‘
pedlhnn anterioribus  antice :cum latis mcnnd. s imbricat
& series longitudinales et 6 transversales finctis, tectis ; longit nd“"
hor;: :(:::‘:rnm gmmcu qu;m Iatitndine eoram minore, mb;rl'
o subconico in femoris steriore; unguibas
reribus o nsiimis, longitudine 105.,.;: unguis oculi dia-
loqgntndln sequante, vel paul superante, latitudine
unguinm vix 1} in eorum ongitudine ; cauda tenui, long®
longitudine ejus lrmgmuimu u- ma majore, scutellis candalibus
dilatatis dephnnm ‘quadra ibus vel penugond.bum fr*’
circum caudam dispositis; catupace Iteribus. useoente
nigra in scatorum xtalfes tuberibus ornata; margine .mnon L
oo scutis vertebralibus nigricantibus, scntis margino-
ateralibus nigro-marginatis, plastrone flavescente nigro-notato
scutis pedum anteriorum flavescentibus, anguste nigro-marginatit
unguibus palmaram ﬂlveucsnub\n ‘Plantaram nigricantibus.
itudo carapacis 254 m
Habitat in montibus pmvmcue Birdschan in Persia orientali.”
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