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Tab. 1 The species measurement of

Pelodiscus parviformis
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Fig. 2 Skull of Pelodiscus parviformis
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RESEARCH ON A NEW SPECIES OF Pelodiscus,
TRIONYCHIDAE IN CHINA

Tang Yezhong

(The Center of Research on Rare Creatures, Guangxi Agricultural University, Nanning 530005)

Abstract

Pelodiscus parviformis nov. sp. (Fig.1)

Body small and almost disc, the diameter of disc about 100-120 mm; dark
olive—greyish above, the disk with the traces of costal symphyses, dorsal tuberciles more or
less fused with one another in longitudinal series; plastron uniform became light-red when
captured about one minut later; four callosities, hyo—hypoplastral and xiphiplastral, feebly
developed in the adult; the tail, whether male’s or female’s overlying posterior margin, and
male’s longer than female’s. Proboscis longer than the eye—opening.

Skull. Snout pointed and a little longer than the diameter of the orbit; postorbital arch
far narrower than the diameter of the orbit; frontal and parietal humped; middle part of
alveolar surfaces of upper jaw seperated broadly, the distance of narrowest point almost
equal to broadth of alveolar surfaces; the broadth ratio of the narrowest point to the broad-
est one of basisphenoid more than 1 /2 (Fig. 2).

A single neural plate between the first pair of costals; costal plates well developed, the
last pair in contact in the mid-line; all the plates of the carapace finely pitted and -ver-
miculated; anterior limbs of epiplastra little longer than posterior ones; epiplastrons seperat-
ed from one anothers the limbs of entoplastron formed the angle of 135° ; hinder extremi-
ties of entoplastron moderatedly broad.
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The diameter of egg about 13-14 mm, white, ball.

Range. Quanzhou, Xing’ an, Guanyang, Ziyuan, Lingchuan counties of Guangxi
Auto. Region; Dong’an, Qiyang, Daoxian counties of Hunan Province. In Quanzhou and
Xing’an region it was common, inhabiting river only with sand beach.

It was frequently sold in the markets for food before 1990 ’s, but it is rare now so that
must be protected from captured in time.

Key words Trionychidae, Pelodiscus parviformis, New species, Population, Guangxi
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