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Introduction
As a prelude to further work on the Chelidae of Australia, the following considerations relate
to the Elseya dentata species complex. See also Wells and Wellington (1984, 1985) and
Wells (2002 a, b; 2007 a, b.).

Elseya Gray, 1867
1867 Elseya Gray, Ann. Mag. Natur. Hist., (3) 20: 44. — Subsequently designated type
species (Lindholm 1929): Elseya dentata (Gray, 1863).
Note: The genus Elseya is herein considered to comprise only those species with a very wide
mandibular symphysis and a distinct median alveolar ridge on the upper jaw. All members of
the latisternum complex lack a distinct median alveolar ridge on the upper jaw and so are
removed from the genus Elseya (see Wells, 2007b). This now restricts the genus to the
following Australian species:

Elseya albagula Thomson, Georges and Limpus, 2006
2006 Elseya albagula Thomson, Georges and Limpus, Chelon. Conserv. Biol., 5: 75; figs 1-2,
4 (top), 5a,6a, 7. — Type locality: Ned Churchwood Weir (25°03'S 152°05'E), Burnett River,
Queensland, Australia.

Elseya dentata (Gray, 1863)
1863 Chelymys dentata Gray, Ann. Mag. Natur. Hist., (3) 12: 98. — Type locality: Beagle’s
Valley, upper Victoria River, Northern Territory.
1864 Chelymys elseyi Gray (nomen nudum), Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 1864: 132.
1865 Podocnemis? dentata — Strauch, Mém. Acad. impér. Sci. St. Pétersbourg, Sér. 7, 8 (13):
104.
1867 Elseya dentata — Gray, Ann. Mag. Natur. Hist., (3) 20: 44.
1870 Chelymys elseya Gray (nomen nudum), Suppl. Cat. Shield Rept. Coll. Brit. Mus., 1
(Testud.): 76.
1872 Elseya intermedia Gray, Append. Cat. Shield Rept. Coll. Brit. Mus., 1 (Testud.): 23. —
Type locality: upper part of Victoria River, Northern Territory.
1985 Elseya dentata dentata — Obst, Welt der Schildkroten: 223.

Elseya irwini Cann, 1997
1997 Elseya irwini Cann, Monitor (J. Vict. Herpetol. Soc.), 9 (1): 36; figs pp. 31-32, 36-37, 39.
— Type locality: Burdekin River (19°42'S 147°18'E), Queensland, approximately 18 km
upstream from Ayr.

Elseya jukesi Wells, 2002
2000 Elseya flaviventralis Georges, Doody, Young and Cann (nomen nudum), Austr. Pig-
Nosed Turtl.: 7.
2002 Elseya jukesi Wells, Austr. Biodiv. Rec., 2002 (2): 7 [Holotype: NTM 13985. Type
Locality: Pul Pul Billabong, South Alligator River, Northern Territory (13 34’S, 132 35'E)]
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Elseya lavarackorum (White and Archer, 1994)
1994 Emydura lavarackorum White and Archer, Rec. South. Austr. Mus., 27: 159; figs 1-4. —
Type locality: Terrace Site, an excavation in fluviatile sediments exposed on the south bank of
the Gregory River, Riversgleigh Station, northwestern of Mount Isa (Pleistocene).
1997 Elseya lavarackorum — Thomson, White and Georges, Mem. Queensl. Mus., 42: 327.
2006 Elseya lavackorum Georges and Thomson in Merrick, Archer, Hickey and Lee (ex
errore), Evolution Zoogeogr. Australas. Vertebr.: 292.

Elseya nadibajagu Thomson and Mackness, 1999
1999 Elseya nadibajagu Thomson and Mackness - Trans. Roy. Soc. S.A., 123 (3): 101-105
[Early Pliocene fossil]

Elseya stirlingi Wells and Wellington, 1985
1985 Elseya stirlingi Wells and Wellington, Austr. J. Herpetol., Suppl. Ser. 1: 9 - Type
Locality: Barron River, near Kuranda, north-east Queensland.
1998 Elseya sterlingi Wells and Wellington in Cann (errore typog., nomen nudum), Austr.
Freshw. Turtl.: 285.

Additionally I include the following New Guinea species as part of the genus Elseya:

Elseya branderhorsti (Ouwens, 1914)
1914 Emydura branderhorsti Ouwens, Contrib. Faune Ind. Neerl. (Buitenzorg), 1: 31. — Type
locality: southern New Guinea.
1994 Elseya branderhorsti — Bour, Buskirk and Pritchard in David, Dumerilia, 1: 81.
2006 Elseya branderhorstii Georges and Thomson, In: Merrick, Archer, Hickey and Lee (ex
errore), Evolution Zoogeogr. Australas. Vertebr.: 287.

Elseya novaeguineae (Meyer, 1874)
1874 Platemys novaeguineae Peters, Monatsber. Preul. Akad. Wiss. Berlin, 1874: 128. —
Type locality: Passim, New Guinea [located on the southwestern shore of Cenderawasih Bay
on the southeastern Vogelkopf, Rhodin and Genorupa 2000].
1888 Emydura novaeguineae — Boulenger, Ann. Mus. Civ. Stor. Natur. Genova, (2) 6: 450.
1967 Elseya novaeguineae — Goode, Freshw. Tort. Austral. New Guinea: ix.
1969 Elseya latisternum novaeguineae — Blackmore, Vict. Natural., 86: 282
1974 Elseya novaeguinea Burbidge, Kirsch and Main (ex errore), Copeia, 1974: 393.
1979 Emydura novaequineae Nutaphand (ex errore), Turtles of Thailand: 21.
1985 Elseya dentata novaeguineae — Obst, Welt der Schildkréten: 223.

Elseya schultzei (Vogt, 1911)
1911 Emydura schultzei Vogt, Sitzungsber. Ges. naturforsch. Freunde Berlin, 1911: 410.Type
locality: River west of mouth of Tami River, New Guinea.
2000 Elseya schultzei — Rhodin and Genorupa, Chelon. Res. Monogr., 2: 129.

Comments on Elseya dentata (Gray, 1863)

This is a large species of Chelid turtle about which little is known due to the remoteness of its
habitat, as well as past taxonomic conservatism. It was once considered to be a single,
widespread and highly variable species that occurred across the tropical north of Australia,
but in recent years it has emerged that there are several different species comprising the old
concept of Elseya dentata. Specimen collections in recent years have revealed that this so-
called single widespread ‘species’ actually has a much smaller distribution than previously
thought.

Diagnosis: Elseya dentata is a large species of freshwater turtle of the Family Chelidae that is
readily identified by the following combination of characters: The head is very broad and
deep, with a very wide mandibular symphysis and a distinct median alveolar ridge on the
upper jaw. The horny plate on top of the head does not extend laterally and there are two
small white barbels under the chin. The neck is large and muscular with scattered enlarged
conical tubercles over a covering of smaller flat tubercles. The mature carapace is robust,
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thick and smoothly rounded anteriorly, generally oval in shape and with some posterior
expansion. Additionally, there is slight upturning at the lateral marginals but the posterior of
the carapace is largely un-serrated. In general shape, the posterior margin of the carapace is
acutely tapered, not at all rounded in shape. The plastron is always long and relatively
narrow, being widest at the bridge and gently tapering both anteriorly and posteriorly,
although the anterior plastral lobe does tend to slightly widen with age. The intergular shield
completely separates the gulars, and is longer than wide, and much narrower than the
adjacent gular shields. Hatchlings differ somewhat in that they have a noticeably serrated
posterior margin to the carapace and fairly prominent central ridging (both characters which
are lost with age), and some lateral upturning to the carapace as well. In immature
specimens, the carapace is pale to light brown, but with age it changes to very dark brown in
colouration. Mature individuals have the dorsal colour of the head and neck a uniform dark
greyish-brown, and no facial striping, however laterally these areas are much paler - and may
even have a piebald or blotched pattern, to being almost totally white in some older
specimens. The iris is brownish, with a very light inner ring and is distinctly flecked with darker
brown, and usually the tympanic region is whitish also. The ventral colouration is distinctly
variegated or piebald in pattern in both sexes, unlike other members of the dentata-complex
which are either very pale or very dark and usually unpatterned. Elseya dentata attains a
maximum carapace length of around 340mm, but this size would be exceptional, as most
mature specimens are only about 280-300mm.

Distribution: Elseya dentata is restricted to the Victoria River system, of the north-western
Northern Territory and north-eastern part of Western Australia.

Habitat: Elseya dentata usually prefers the deeper sections of water, but may be found
congregating in seasonally dry waterholes as the upper reaches of the river cease to flow with
the Dry Season advances.

Biology/Ecology: Its reproductive biology is not well-known, but they may lay about 10 eggs in
a clutch around the end of the Wet Season (February-May), and these hatch after about 4
months incubation. This is a mainly herbivorous turtle, feeding on various fruits that fall into
the water from riparian vegetation (such as Pandanus), as well as aquatic weeds. Captive
specimens also consume a range of aquatic invertebrates, small fish and carrion. It is a
diurnal as well as nocturnal species that lives mainly in the slower flowing or still-water
conditions of its habitat - often large numbers may co-exist together in billabongs beside
watercourses or in larger waterholes at the base of low rocky rapids or falls. Specimens will
bask on exposed rocks and logs, but will rapidly retreat to the safety of deeper water or under
overhanging river banks when disturbed. It is a very long-lived species - probably exceeding
20 years - and it matures very slowly, with males becoming sexually mature at about 9 years,
but females not reaching reproductive age until around 13 years old.

Survival Status: This species is protected under the WA Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (as
amended), and the Territory Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act (1998).

Etymology: The name ‘dentata’ refers to the dentated or serrated edge of the carapace of the
species.

Further Notes: Finally, | would like to make further comments on the broader Elseya dentata
complex. As mentioned above, Elseya dentata has long been regarded by most authors as a
single widespread species, occurring in most major river systems of the tropical part of
Australia. Turtles loosely identified as Elseya dentata have been recorded across most of the
northern inland, as well as from many of the river systems of north-eastern Queensland,
across most of the far north of the Northern Territory, and into the Kimberley Zone of Western
Australia, to about as far south as the King Edward River system. However, the obvious
variation in morphology between the many different populations suggested that Elseya
dentata was composite, and Cann (1978, 1997) clearly demonstrated that Elseya dentata was
in reality, several different species. However, up until the present time only a few members of
the complex have been formally named. In 1985 Wells and Wellington described Elseya
stirlingi from the Johnstone and Barron Rivers drainage system in north-eastern Queensland,
but this was variously ignored or treated as a nomen nudum (see Iverson et al 2001). A fossil
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chelid was described in 1994 that was later determined to be conspecific with a living
population of the dentata complex - Elseya lavarackorum (White and Archer, 1994). Elseya
irwini was soon after described from the Burdekin River by Cann (1997). In 1999 a fossil
relative of Elseya irwini from the Early Pliocene was named as Elseya nadibajagu by
Thomson and Mackness. The next to be named was Elseya jukesi from the Alligator Rivers
system in the tropical north of the Northern Territory by Wells (2002) and more recently
Elseya albagula was described from the Fitzroy River in eastern Queensland by Thomson,
Georges and Limpus (2006). Two of the described species in the dentata complex however,
warrant further consideration. Elseya stirlingi Wells and Wellington (1985) and Elseya jukesi
(Wells 2002) have both been virtually ignored - supposedly on nomenclatural grounds. To
correct this situation both Elseya stirlingi Wells and Wellington (1985) and Elseya jukesi
(Wells 2002) have been redescribed later in this present paper so as to provide the additional
data necessary for their acceptance as valid species. Obviously, there are still other
populations in the dentata complex that remain to be formally described. Among those are
turtles regarded as 'dentata’ to the west of the Victoria River (in the Kimberley Division of WA)
and those to the north-east (in the Daly River, NT) - both considered by me to be undescribed
taxa. Additionally, the population confined to the Fitzroy-Dawson River system of north-
eastern Queensland, that was recently described as Elseya albagula Thomson, Georges and
Limpus, 2006, is in my opinion quite distinct from the presently undescribed ‘dentata’
population in the Mary River, Queensland.

Redescription of Elseya stirlingi Wells and Wellington, 1985

Diagnosis: This is a large, heavy-bodied species of freshwater turtle that bears some
similarities to its close relative Elseya dentata. As in the case of E. dentata, the head of
Elseya stirlingi sp. nov. is very broad and deep, with a very wide mandibular symphysis and a
distinct median alveolar ridge on the upper jaw. The horny plate on top of the head does not
extend laterally and there are two small white barbels under the chin. The neck is large and
muscular with scattered enlarged conical tubercles over a covering of smaller flat tubercles. In
general shape, the lateral edge of the mature female carapace of Elseya stirlingi is distinctly
straight-edged, giving this species a rather oblong and comparatively broader shape than
Elseya dentata (sensu stricto). This is most unlike the condition in E. dentata females, where
the carapace is somewhat oval-shaped with the posterior margin of the carapace acutely
tapered and more depressed. Generally, Elseya stirlingi is a larger and more heavy-bodied
turtle than Elseya dentata. Additionally, in Elseya stirlingi, the dorsal colouration is very dark
in mature specimens with younger specimens marbled with darker brown or black. The
ventral colouration (plastron) is unpatterned and varies from bone-white in juveniles to bluish
in immatures through to the mature condition of bluish-black, to very dark greyish or even
totally black in old individuals. In marked contrast, Elseya dentata has a distinctive piebald
pattern ventrally. In Elseya stirlingi the iris colour darkens with age, but always has a very light
inner ring, and is much darker brownish than in Elseya dentata and always lacks the
distinctive flecking pattern of E. dentata as well. Elseya stirlingi attains a maximum carapace
length of around 380 mm, but males are much smaller than females as is the case with the
entire E. dentata complex. | herein designate the following Type material for Elseya stirlingi:
Holotype: Queensland Museum: QM 48059, South Johnstone River, Qld (17 38’S, 145 05’E).
Paratypes: Australian Museum: AM93048 (previously AM68848) Cairns district, Qld (16 55’'S,
145 46’E); AM 125468 Malanda, North Johnstone River, Qld (17 21’S, 145 35’'E); Queensland
Museum: QM 23053—4, 23056—7, 23060, 231756, 23299-300, 23322, 28954, Malanda,
North Johnstone River, Qld (17 21'S, 145 35’E); QM 48059, 48064-5 South Johnstone River,
Qld (17 38’S, 145 05’E); QM 48060 nr. Cairns, Qld (16 55’S, 145 46’E); QM48064-5 South
Johnstone River, Qld (17 38’S, 145 05’E); QM 48062, 48068 Hartley Creek, Qld (15 46’S, 145
19°E).

Distribution: This species is mainly confined to the eastern flowing river systems (such as the
South and North Johnstone Rivers, and the Barron River) of the Atherton Tableland of north-
eastern Queensland.

Habitat: 1t inhabits fast-flowing watercourses, and may be found occupying both deep-water
pools at the base of waterfalls as well as amongst the rocky bottoms of rapids.
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Biology/Ecology: This is a largely diurnal species that basks at the surface of the water or on
occasions on exposed rocks or logs. During late afternoon and early evening specimens may
be observed apparently foraging in the shallower waters adjacent to larger pools. When
disturbed, this turtle will rapidly swim into deeper water or hide under submerged boulders
and logs or beneath eroded river banks. It is believed that about 10 eggs in a clutch are laid
around the end of the Wet Season (February-May), and these hatch after about 4 months
incubation. Mature specimens are mainly herbivorous, feeding on various fruits that fall into
the water from riparian vegetation, as well as aquatic weeds, and on occasions carrion but
juveniles and immature specimens feed largely on aquatic invertebrates. Captive adult
specimens also consume a variety of invertebrates, as well as small fish and raw meat.

Survival Status: Elseya stirlingi is protected under the Qld Nature Conservation Act (1992) (as
Elseya dentata). It is generally considered to be a common species.

Etymology: The name ‘stirlingi’ honours the Australian naturalist the late Stan Stirling.
Redescription of Elseya jukesi Wells, 2002

Diagnosis: Elseya jukesi sp. nov. is similar in most morphological characters to Elseya
dentata, with which it has previously been associated, as the head is very broad and deep,
with a very wide mandibular symphysis and a distinct median alveolar ridge on the upper jaw.
The horny plate on top of the head does not extend laterally and there are two small white
barbels under the chin. The neck is large and muscular with scattered enlarged conical
tubercles over a covering of smaller flat tubercles. The mature carapace is robust, thick and
smoothly rounded anteriorly, and generally oval in shape. The posterior margin of the
carapace is rounded in shape in Elseya jukesi rather than being acutely tapered (as in Elseya
dentata), and the body-form in Elseya jukesi is much more depressed than is the case in
Elseya dentata. Additionally, there is slight upturning at the lateral marginals but the posterior
of the carapace is largely un-serrated. The plastron is always long and relatively narrow,
being widest at the bridge and gently tapering both anteriorly and posteriorly, although the
anterior plastral lobe does tend to slightly widen with age. The intergular shield completely
separates the gulars, and is longer than wide, and much narrower than the adjacent gular
shields. Hatchlings differ somewhat in that they have a noticeably serrated posterior margin to
the carapace and fairly prominent central ridging (both characters which are lost with age),
and some lateral upturning to the carapace as well. In hatchling and immature specimens, the
carapace is pale to light brown or olive-brown, with each costal and vertebral shield having a
small, pale-edged blackish or dark brown spot. With age the spotting disappears, and the
overall carapace colour changes to brownish-red when immature to a fairly uniform very dark
brown in the adult condition. Mature individuals have the dorsal colour of the head and neck a
uniform dark greyish-brown, and no facial striping. However, the lateral part of the head and
neck are usually at least in part much paler - a sort of patchy whitish - or may even be piebald
or blotched in pattern; older specimens may be almost totally white on the anterior part of the
neck. The iris is brownish without flecking, with a very light inner ring. Hatchlings or juveniles
on the other hand, may have a fairly plain, greyish-brown head and neck. Usually the pattern
is simple in juveniles, with only the upper margin of the tympanic area having a faint whitish
crescent pattern, and the temporals and a few enlarged tubercles being a soft olive-green.
The ventral colouration differs significantly in Elseya jukesi, being very pale creamish to bone-
white on the plastron and is without pattern, unlike other members of the dentata-complex
which are either very dark or usually patterned on the plastron. Elseya jukesi attains a slightly
larger maximum carapace length than Elseya dentata from the Victoria River system,
reaching around 350 mm., but this size would be exceptional, as most mature specimens are
only about 300mm. | herein designate the following Type material for Elseya jukesi -
Holotype: NTM 13985 Pul Pul Billabong, South Alligator River (13 34’S, 132 35’'E). Paratypes:
Northern Territory Museum: NTM 13512 South Alligator River (13 30°S,132 28’E); NTM 34496
Deaf Adder Creek (13 04’S, 132 58’E); Australian Museum: AM 43532 Deaf Adder Creek (13
04’S, 132 58’'E); AM 38325-6 Koongarra, Brockman Range, Arnhem Land (12 47’S, 132
39'E); AM 128001—4 Magela Creek (12 29'S, 132 52’E); AM 129342 Bowerbird Lagoon, 15
km S, 16 km E of Jabiru (12 47’S, 133 03’E).

As is the case with other members of the dentata-complex, Elseya jukesi inhabits
permanently flowing freshwater rivers, and may be found occupying both deep-water rocky
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pools as well as on the muddy or sandy bottoms of shallower waters. This is also a largely
diurnal species that basks at the surface of the water or on occasions on exposed rocks or
logs. During late afternoon and early evening specimens may be observed apparently
foraging in the shallower waters adjacent to larger pools. When disturbed, this turtle will
rapidly swim into deeper water or hide under submerged boulders and logs or beneath
eroded river banks. Its reproductive biology is at present poorly known, but like E. dentata it
would likely produce about 10 eggs in a clutch around the end of the Wet Season (February-
May), and these probably would hatch after about 4 months incubation. Mature specimens
are mainly herbivorous, feeding on various fruits and flowers that fall into the water from
riparian vegetation (such as Pandanus), as well as aquatic weeds, and on occasions carrion
but juveniles and immature specimens feed largely on aquatic invertebrates. Captive adult
specimens also consume a variety of invertebrates, as well as small fish and raw meat. Like
all other turtles, Elseya jukesi is protected under Territory Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act
(1998). The population that has been previously identified as Elseya dentata from the Roper
River is likely an undescribed species (although some consider this to be part of the
distribution of Elseya lavarackorum) - which see below. The populations in the Nicholson,
Gregory and possibly the Leichhardt Rivers have been recently referred to Elseya
lavarackorum. Etymology: The specific epithet of jukesi' honours Australian naturalist Brian
Jukes, a past resident of the area where this species lives.

Comments on Elseya lavarackorum (White and Archer, 1994)

Description: The populations of the Elseya dentata complex known from the river systems in
the north-eastern NT and northern Queensland that drain into the Gulf of Carpentaria are
taxonomically enigmatic. They have been variously regarded as Elseya dentata, then later as
an undescribed species a belief which persisted until relatively recently, when it was
discovered that the description of a fossil turtle from the Pleistocene Era actually represented
the living species (Thomson et al. 1997). This species is nevertheless closely related to
Elseya dentata, and the major difference linking the species to the fossil species is the bone
structure of the plastron. Both the fossil species and this member of the dentata complex
share the same undulating suture condition between the pectoral and humeral shields, rather
than the straight suture condition as in Elseya dentata. The Gulf species also reaches a very
large size that is comparable to the fossil type.

Diagnosis: The following combination of characters readily differentiates this species from all
other members of the Elseya dentata complex: In keeping with other members of the dentata
complex, the head is very broad and deep, with a very wide mandibular symphysis and a
distinct median alveolar ridge on the upper jaw. The horny plate on top of the head does not
extend laterally and there are two small white barbels under the chin. The neck is large and
muscular with scattered enlarged rounded or conical tubercles over a covering of smaller flat
tubercles. The mature carapace is robust, thick and smoothly rounded anteriorly, generally
oval in shape and with some posterior expansion. Additionally, there is only the slightest
upturning at the lateral marginals but the posterior of the carapace is largely unserrated. In
general shape, the posterior margin of the carapace is rounded in shape. The plastron is
always long and relatively narrow, being widest at the bridge and gently tapering both
anteriorly and posteriorly, although the anterior plastral lobe does tend to slightly widen with
age. The intergular shield completely separates the gulars, and is longer than wide, and much
narrower than the adjacent gular shields. Hatchlings differ somewhat in that they have a
noticeably serrated posterior margin to the carapace and fairly prominent central ridging (both
characters which are lost with age), and some lateral upturning to the carapace as well. In
immature specimens, the carapace is pale to light brown, but with age it changes to very dark
brown in colouration. Mature individuals have the dorsal colour of the head and neck a
uniform dark greyish-brown and the jaws yellowish. The throat and lower neck is white, and
the white throat colour extends upwards to the back of the mouth. There is no facial striping,
but there is a clear mid-lateral line of demarcation on the neck between the ventral and dorsal
colours. The iris is pale brownish, with a very light inner ring and has a distinct median brown
spot (either side of the pupil). The ventral (plastron) colouration is creamish white and largely
without pattern in both sexes. Elseya lavarackorum attains a maximum carapace length of
around 400 mm., but this size would be exceptional, as most mature specimens are only
about 340 mm.
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Distribution: 1t is known principally from the Nicholson River system of north-western
Queensland and north-eastern Northern Territory. The populations of the Elseya dentata
complex inhabiting the Gregory River and possibly the Leichhardt River systems as well as
other rivers that enter the Gulf of Carpentaria around lower Cape York Peninsula are also
tentatively considered to be referable to Elseya lavarackorum.

Habitat: This species lives only in a few deep-water tropical rivers with either sandy, rocky or
muddy bottoms. Their rivers may be associated with spectacular rocky gorges and have rich
tropical monsoon or savanna vegetation fringing the watercourse. This is a diurnal as well as
nocturnal turtle that lives mainly in the slower flowing or still water conditions of its habitat -
often in larger waterholes at the base of low rocky rapids or falls. Specimens will bask on
exposed rocks and logs, but will rapidly retreat to the safety of deeper water or under
overhanging river banks when disturbed.

Biology/Ecology: No direct reproductive information is currently available. If this species is as
similar to E. dentata reproductively as it is morphologically, then it probably would produce
about 10 eggs in a clutch around the end of the Wet Season (February-May), and the eggs
would hatch after about 4 months incubation. E. lavarackorum is mainly herbivorous, feeding
on various fruits that fall into the water from riparian vegetation (such as Pandanus), as well
as aquatic weeds. Captive specimens also consume a range of aquatic invertebrates, small
fish and carrion.

Survival Status: This species is protected under the Territory Parks and Wildlife Conservation
Act (1998) and the Qld Nature Conservation Act (1992).

Etymology: The name ‘lavarackorum’ honours Jim and Sue Lavarack who discovered the
fossil on which this name is based at Riversleigh, Queensland.
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