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Summary 
 
In 1986 the carapace, plastron and pelvic remains of a large chelid turtle were recovered from 
Pleistocene sediments on Riversleigh Station in northwestern Queensland. The fossil remains are 
described herein. The good state of preservation enabled the remains to be placed in an extant genus 
(Emydura) within the Chelidae on the basis of a derived feature of the carapace. Distinctive features 
such as wide bridge, broad first vertebral scute, unusual epiplastrahypoplastron suture, thickened 
bridge, buttresses and deep intergular insertion between the humerals prevent these fossils from 
being assigned to a known species. Accordingly, a new species of Emydura is proposed and 
comparisons are made between it and the currently recognised congenors. 
 
 






















